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of the assembly, deliberated and intrigued and argued
for eighteen months before a settlement was reached.
Then the St. Vitus Day Convention was agreed and the
Kingdom of Serbs, Croats and Slovenes was ratified
and had a constitution. Alexander took oath to abide
by this constitution, and for better or for worse Croatia
was incorporated in the new state which in time was to
be called Jugoslavia. But from, the first there were
strongly disaffected elements in Croatia. The flame of
separatism was never extinguished. Great Britain had
her Catholic Ireland; Great Serbia had her Catholic
Croatia.

The new kingdom had seven frontiers,, those of
Albania, Greece, Bulgaria, Roumania, Hungary, Austria,
Italy, It ought to have been strong internally to face
calmly so many possibilities of external difficulty. At
the commencement of the peace era only one of the
countries bordering on Jugoslavia could be said to be
definitely friendly. That was Roumania, and that was
one reason why Alexander chose to ally himself with
the family of King Ferdinand by marriage, Hungary,
despoiled of the Voivodina, where there was a large
Magyar population, remained an enemy, biding her time.
Austria retained a contempt for the Serbs, a barbarous
race which, through the help of strong allies,, had
profited by the dismemberment of the empire. Vienna,
as a centre of news service, was able to distribute dis-
guised propaganda to the world. Bulgaria smarted
from defeat and the final loss of territory which she
had held and coveted so much. With peace, Italy
had ceased to be an ally and had become an enemy,
She was bitterly opposed to the extension of Serbia
across the Balkan Peninsula and unwilling to recognize
a kingdom of Serbs, Croats and Slovenes. She was
assimilating half a million Slovenes in her new territory
and intended that they should be Italians without the
possibility of appeal to an outside power. Italy
regarded the whole of the Dalmatian coast as historically